
A Very Special Thank 
You to Anna (IRIS 
Board President) and 
Dick Kettering of  
Kettering Properties. 
Kettering Properties 
has purchased this 
breathtaking home 
and IRIS is purchas-
ing from them at the 
same price. In our 
future lies a wonderful 
capital campaign. 

Some of you have 
been asking for a little 
info on this beautiful 
house. The house 
was built in the 1920s 
as the parsonage for 
the Congregational 
Church that is located 
across the street. The Con-
gregational Parish Hall, also 
known as "The Congo", is 
right next door to the IRIS 
House. 

The house has an insulated 
unfinished basement with a 
new furnace and air-

conditioning. The main floor 
has a kitchen, dining room, 
living room, office, and sun 
room. The upstairs has 4 
large rooms, a sun room, 
and access to the walk up 
attic. There are two full 
baths and a half bath that is 
ADA compliant. 
 

The New IRIS House was in 
need of some tender loving 
care including yard work, 
painting, and a "good clean-
ing" from top to bottom. 
Thanks to the assistance of 
IRIS families and community 
members, we are well on our 
way to restoring this Grand 
IRIS Home. 

218 Third Ave. NW Faribault, MN 55021   

A New Home for IRIS  

218 NW 3rd Ave. 

Faribault, MN 55021 

Phone: (507) 334-4748 

e-mail: support@irisRemembers.com 
www.irisRemembers.org 

 
Offering parents, families, friends and 
professionals support, education and 
resources on the death of a child in 
early pregnancy, or from premature 
birth, stillbirth, neo-natal death, birth 
defects, sudden infant death syndrome 
(SIDS), illness, accidents, and all other 
types of infant and early childhood 
death. 

Founded in 1987  

 
2013 Board Members  

Leif and Natalie Crooks - Faribault 
Denise Gillen - Faribault 

Anna Kettering - Faribault 
Allyn & Deanna Kuennen - Northfield 

Chris Petricka - Kenyon 
Michelle Priebe ï Waseca  

Joshua & Devan Willour - Owatonna 
 

Founder and  

Executive Director  

 
Diana Sundwall 
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Whispers of the Heart Newsletter 

Our Open House will begin with a private 

gathering for the Congregational Parish 

members from 11 a.m. to noon following 

their church service.  

An Open House for IRIS parents,  

family, friends, and the general  

public will be from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.  

Please plan to join us for a tour of the 

IRIS House and refreshments.  

TIME CAPSULE:  

You are encouraged to bring an item in 

memory of your child to place in the IRIS 

Time Capsule. This Time Capsule will be 

secured within the wall of our beautiful 

new location.  

For more information please call us at 

507 -334 -4748 or e -mail us at:             

support@irisremembers.org  
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The IRIS Board of Directors is currently 
accepting applications for membership. 
Board meetings are held quarterly at the 
IRIS House. Do you have a skill or talent 
that you think would be an asset to the 
board and IRIS organization? Consider 
joining us. Send your cover letter to: 

IRIS 
Attn: Anna Kettering 

218 3rd Ave NW 
Faribault, MN 55021 

New IRIS Board Members  

The IRIS Board of Directors  

Applications for Membership  

Welcome Devan and 
Joshua Willour of Owa-
tonna, MN who joined the 
IRIS Board of Directors in 
October of 2012. 

After the Worst 

Has Happened  

-Author Unknown  

 

After the worst has 

happened,   

with nothing left to 

fear,   

the sun continues 

shining with 

undiminished cheer,   

and winds continue 

blowing and skies 

continue fair,   

as hearts continue 

bearing the thing they 

could not bear.  
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The IRIS Board of 
Directors would like to 
thank two of our out-
going members. After 
many years  of  
dedicated service, 
Margaret Walker and 
Katie Raidt have left 

the IRIS board but will remain as IRIS 
Volunteers. Margaret and Katie have 
dedicated many hours of service to In-
fants Remembered In Silence, Inc. Their  
generous service to the board will be 
greatly missed. On behalf of the IRIS 
Board, IRIS Parents, IRIS Advocates, 
and IRIS Volunteers we wish to say  a 
sincere and heartfelt  Thank You to both 
Margaret and Katie! 

 
A Breath of  
Spring Air  

By Stephanie Klepacki 
 

Our baby, Michelle Ann,  
due to be born in the 

spring  
came too soon instead.  

Unable to take her first and 
only breath of air,  

God saved her from  
despair.  

What followed were many 
days of tears and pain,  

then Thanksgiving,  
Christmas, and the New 

Year came.  
1994 was gone,  

and with it, so was my 
baby girl.  

But with the New Year 
came new hope,  

and with each day, it  
became easier to cope.  

Now spring is here, 
and with each new life that 

breathes the air,  
I know that Michelle Ann is 

there. 

Support Group Meetings:  
 

 

Midday Meetings are held the second 

Wednesday of the month from 11 am ñ1 pm 
 

Evening Meetings are held the fourth Tues-

day of the month from 7ñ 8 pm 

 All IRIS Support Group Meetings 

are held at the IRIS House. 

  One caring heart ...  
               can make a difference. 

IRIS Advocate Training 

Conference  

 

With the support of Cities 97 Radio ï 
Cities Sampler CD Sales and a gift from 
the Legacy of Angels, IRIS was able to 
hold the first Advocate Training Confer-
ence at the Gainey Conference Center 
in Owatonna MN. The October 2012 
conference had a goal to train 20 New 
IRIS Advocates from across the United 
States to assist parents at the time of 
their childôs death. ñWe far exceeded 
our expectations!ò said Diana Sundwall; 
IRIS Executive Director.  
 
The weekend training was attended by 
23 women from Brandon, Burnsville, 
Duluth, Faribault, Medford, New Pra-
gue, Owatonna, Waseca, and Waterville 
MN. Out of state attendees were from 
Merritt Island FL, Lansing IA, Decatur 
TX, and Hustisford WI.            
 
Participants learned what these pre-
cious children may look like, how to take 
hand and foot prints, how to create 
beautiful sculptures/castings, how to 
bathe and dress the infants, how to talk 
to parents, state rules/laws, religious 
aspects to loss, and  more. If you would 
like more information about the next 
IRIS Advocate Training or would like to 
add your name to the waiting list please 
contact the IRIS office at (507) 334-
4748 or by e-mail at: 
support@irisRemembers.com  
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Annual Balloon Release  

Sunday, October 6, 2013  

 

Infants Remembered In Silence would like to invite 

you, your family, and friends to our 11th Annual Pot-

luck and Balloon  

Release at Kinder Park. Kinder Park 

(the IRIS Park) is located at the cor-

ner of 17th St. and 24th Ave in NW 

Faribault, MN.  

The Potluck will begin at noon, 

please bring a dish to pass and 

lawn chairs. Plates, napkins, silver-

ware, and bottled water will be provided.  

The Balloon Release will follow at 2:00 p.m. Please 

bring your own latex balloon(s) to release. Mylar (foil) 

balloons do not work well, are bad for the environ-

ment, and are not usually found. Be sure to order 

your balloons early and place tags on them at home 

or use the tags provided by IRIS.  

Little Black Dress Vintage Flair Affair  

Saturday, November 16, 2013  

Event is taking place at the Monterey Ball-

room in Owatonna with dinner, entertain-

ment, raffle, and a dance. Limited tickets 

remain.  

Time:  5 pm ñ Cocktail Hour  

 6:30 pm ñ Dinner  

 9 pm ñ Dance 

This ladies -only event is an evening to get 

all dressed up in your favorite Little Black Dress and acces-

sorize with vintage items to benefit IRIS and The Steele 

County Clothesline. For more information on the event 

please visit their Facebook page link under òUpcoming 

Eventsó on our website. 

Memorial Gathering  

Silent Vigil Lantern Lighting  
 

Tuesday, October 15, 2013  

Time:  6 ñ 8 pm  
 

IRIS House  

                         218 3rd Avenue NW, Faribault, MN  
 

Create a memorial lantern in memory of your child by  

decorating a white paper lunch bag or similar bag. 

You can pick one up at the IRIS House anytime before 

the event or decorate one from 6 ñ 7 pm on the 15th.  

If you are unable to join us, feel free to decorate a bag 

and mail it to: 218 Third Ave NW Faribault MN, 55021.  
 

We would be honored to light your  

lantern for you.  

In conjunction with other candle lighting events held 

around the world on October 15th, we will light the  

candles in the Lanterns from 7 ð 8 pm.  

5th Annual IRIS  

Turkey Trot  
 

Thanksgiving Morning,  
 

Thursday,  
 

November 28, 2013  
 

...rain or shine or snowé 
 

Faribault Middle School ñ704 17th Street SW Faribault, MN  

 

*NEW* Early Check-in, November 27th, 4:30 ð 6 pm 
ñORò  

Day of Check-in and On-site Registration 7 am ð 8 am  
 

Event Times:   

8 am ñ Tot Trot and Gobble Wobble  

8:30 am ñ 5K/10K Chip Timed Runs and 5K Walk  

For Registration Information visit: www.irisRemembers.org  
 

Register by November 10th to guarantee 

your long -sleeved T -shirt!  

 

100% of funds raised will be used to sup-

port the IRIS programs.  

Upcoming Events  

IRIS would like to invite you, your 

family, and friends to our  
 

20th Annual  

Holiday Service of  

Remembrance  

 

Sunday, December 1, 2013  
 

Chapel of the Good Shepherd 
Shattuck Campus 

1000 Shumway Ave.  
Faribault MN 

2:00 pm 
 

Please watch for more information and registration options for this 
touching annual service. 



Although you can not be with me,  

Weõre truly not apart, 

Until the final breath I take,  

You will be living In my heart...  
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United Way Contributions  

2012 -2013  

 ̈Northfield Area United Way $2,000.00 

 ̈United Way of Faribault $4,600.00 

 ̈Dodge County United Way $2,250.00 

 ̈Waseca Area United Way $3,000.00 

       Thank You  

 for the Donation in Honor of  

 

 

 

 ̈In honor of Flynn Henry Walkerõs birthday 

 From Great Grandma (Eleanor Raidt)  

 ̈Sheri Velishek, David Schwartz, Nancy Culhane  

 From Morristown School Personnel  

 ̈Mom (Eleanor Raidt)  

 Margaret & JD Walker  

Watch for information on 

IRIS and Give To the Max Day!   

You will receive info via e-mail as well as on 

the IRIS Facebook Fan page and the IRIS 

Closed Group page. Thank you for your 

ongoing support of Infants Remembered In 

Silence, Inc. (IRIS) 

Capital Campaign Donation  

 ̈Boldt Funeral Home $2,000  

 

Adults Memorials  
 

 ̈Dr. Bruce Gutzmann  

 Sheilah & Duane Luttering  
 

 ̈Jean Dozark  

 Lori & Peter Dozark  
 

 ̈Novotny Family Members  

 Shannon & Miranda Schornack  
 

 ̈Karen Lee Johnson  

 Fr. Henry Doyle   
 

 ̈Dad (Jerry Raidt)  

 Margaret & JD Walker  
 

 ̈God Bless the Memory of Our Friend and Family 

Member Jacquiline Trotman  

 Renee & Dale Tollefson  

 Linda & Gregory Pavek  

 Margery Ilk  

 Ellen Ann & Charles Southworth  

 Ellen & Lance Trotman  
 

 ̈Mark Kelley  

 Helen Kelley  

IRIS Wish List  
 ̈Mailing labels (Avery 5160) 

 ̈Stamps 

 ̈Bottled water 

 ̈Donations and memorials 

 ̈Pastel cotton fabric and flannel  

       fabric for Parent Bags 

 ̈Sewing groups and volunteers to make Parent Bags 

 ̈Baby Bath (sample/travel size) 

 ̈Puff/Kleenex (non-lotion) 

 ̈Volunteers for the Balloon Release on Oct. 6th  

 ̈Volunteers for the Silent Vigil on Oct. 15th  

 ̈Volunteers for the Turkey Trot on Nov. 28th  

 ̈Volunteers for the Holiday Service on Dec. 1st  

 ̈Fall memorial planting 

 ̈Volunteers for do fall yard work 

 ̈Volunteers to do snow removal  
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Thank You for Your In Kind Donations  

 ̈Blankets and Hats made by members of German Lake 

Lutheran Church, Christy Schulz, Anna Kincade, 
Vivian Cripe,  George Angel, & Gail Reineke 

 ̈35 Angel Teddy Bears in memory of Gabriel, Kevin, 

and Elizabeth Karnick from Rachel & Dave Karnick in 
honor of their Birthdays and Heavenly Birthdays. 

 ̈Preemie Infant outfits in memory of Derek Joseph 

Sundwall from Aunt Joan and Uncle Randy Paulson  

 ̈Books for the IRIS lending library from Sharon Man-

gold in loving memory of her daughter, Lisa Chappuis.  

 ̈PA System, wireless mike, case and stand from Boldt 

Funeral Home in Faribault.  

 ̈12 Foot Utility Trailer from Blue Sky  

Mechanical (Dan & Angie Neubauer) in loving memory 
of Joshuah Daniel Neubauer 

 ̈Prayer Shawls from Jacob Wells Prayer Shawl Minis-

try, the Faribault MN Prayer Shawl Ministry, Nancy 
Green, &Wendy Sandahl 

 ̈Monthly case of paper from Cedar Chiropractic   

 ̈Scrapbooking items from Holly Ready, Julie Vantbudt, 

& Heidi Lindahl 

 ̈Wooden Shaker Boxes from the Trotman family in 

memory of Arianna Trotman 

 ̈Weed  Eater from Helen Kelley in memory of Mark 

Kelley 

 ̈Printer from Dean Anderson 

 ̈One month Verizon bill from Jeff Sundwall 

 ̈Postage Stamps from Fr. Henry Doyle 

 ̈T.V.s from Marilynn Baily 

General Donations Under $250  

 ̈Bruzek Funeral Home  

 ̈Cenneidigh, Inc.  

 ̈Peace United Methodist Church, Morristown  

 ̈Rice County Child Care Association  

 ̈St. Patrickõs Church of Shieldsville CCW 

 ̈The Cathedral of Our Merciful Saviour, Faribault  

 ̈Truist Donations  

 ̈Allina Health System Dollars for Doer:  

 Starlett Thorson  

 ̈Community Shares of Minnesota -Allina:  

 Marianne Vandereide  

 ̈Lia Sophia Jewelry:  

 Sharon Langerfeld  

 ̈Thrivent Financial Foundation:  

 Deborah Greising  

 ̈Wells Fargo Community Support Campaign:  

 Anaid Vilchis, Emily Velishek,  

 JD & Margaret Walker  

 ̈ABC Bus, Inc. 

 ̈Cities 97/Clear Channel ñ Cities 97 Sampler CD sales  

 ̈LaCannes Marine, Inc. ñ 2012 Golf Tournament & Silent 

Auction   

 ̈Suzyõs Smile Shines Golf Tournament 

General Donations Over $1,000  

General Donations $250 �³ $500  

 ̈Blue Sky Mechanical 

 ̈Divine Mercy Catholic Church & School, Breath of Heaven Concert  

 ̈Gemini Inc., by Karen Ottman 

 ̈Ladies Eagles Auxiliary, Faribault 

General Donations $500 �³ $1,000  

 ̈Church of St. Dominic, Northfield 

 ̈Faribault Area Childbirth Education Association 

 ̈Joshuah D. Neubauer Memorial Fund (Softball Tournament) 

 ̈Northfield Hospital & Clinics 

Thank You for your  

Donation  
 

 ̈Brad & Trudi Connors  

 ̈Dennis & Patricia Germann  

 ̈Gregory & Nicole Zweber  

 ̈Jonathan MacDonald  

 ̈Lisa Knack  

 ̈Margo & Tom Young  

 ̈Nicole Del Castillo Dold  

 ̈Sara Jackson 


