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Please NOTE: 

IRIS will no longer be printing and 

mailing every newsletter. This will 

allow funds to be allocated to 

higher priorities. Our newsletters 

will be emailed, posted on our 

website, and on Facebook.   
This year IRIS is delighted 
to be part of the National 
QUILT conference held on 
October 15, 2014.  QUILT, 
(Quietly 
United In 
Loss To-
gether), is a 
Pregnancy 
and Infant 
Loss Aware-
ness Cam-
paign started 
by Nneka 
Hall from  
Massachusetts.   

Hallõs vision for 
October 15, 2014 
is one which in-
cludes thousands of fami-
lies touched by the loss of 
an infant coming together 
in Washington, D.C. to 

walk from the White 
House to the National 
Mall where 

our me-
morial quilt will be on 

display.   

The goal is to raise 
awareness about losses 
that occur from concep-

tion through the first 24 
months of life.  

òOn October 15, 
we will walk as a 
united body to 
remember ba-
bies  who may 
otherwise be 
forgotten and 
to raise 
awareness 
about the 
many causes 
of preg-
nancy and 

infant loss.ó said 
Hall.  

Additional gatherings and 
events are being  held in 
the UK, Canada, Australia, 
and New Zealand on Octo-
ber 15th (International 
Pregnancy and Infant Loss 

National Quilt Gathering in Washington D.C.  

218 NW 3rd Ave. 

Faribault, MN 55021 

Phone: (507) 334-4748 

e-mail: support@irisRemembers.com 
www.irisRemembers.org 

 

Offering parents, families, friends and 
professionals support, education and 
resources on the death of a child in 
early pregnancy, or from premature 
birth, stillbirth, neo-natal death, birth 
defects, sudden infant death syndrome 
(SIDS), illness, accidents, and all other 
types of infant and early childhood 
death. 

2014 Board Members  
Leif and Natalie Crooks - Faribault 

Denise Gillen - Faribault 
Anna Kettering - Faribault 

Allyn & Deanna Kuennen - Northfield 
Chris Petricka - Kenyon 

Michelle Priebe ï Waseca  
Joshua & Devan Willour - Owatonna 

 

Founder and Executive Director  
 

Diana Sundwall 
 

Founded in 1987  
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Whispers of the Heart E-Newsletter 

Plans are being made for an IRIS bus trip to Washington 

D.C. for the QUILT Gathering. The price has not yet been 

determined as we are waiting for hotel rates. 

Space is limited to 40 for this 

Adult-only trip. Tentative plans have us  

departing Octo- ber 13th from the IRIS 

House in Fari- bault MN and returning October 19th. 

Plans include the QUILT Walk and QUILT Displays. You are also in-

vited to join us in visiting many of the Free National Monuments, Arlington National 

Cemetery, the Smithsonian, the Holocaust Museum, etc. Everyone is welcome to join 

us on the bus regardless of where you live. Remember we will be leaving from Fari-

bault, MN. If you are interested in joining us, you are asked to contact IRIS. 

Inside this Issue  

         Join us in Washington D.C. !  

©  

 

May 16, 2014 ~ Sundwall Resigns 

from National Quilt Committee.  
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May 17, 2014 ~ Washington DC 

Quilt Gathering Postponed.  

April 2, 2014ñ IRIS Bus Trip Canceled  
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òInfant Loss Memorial Quiltó 

The Infants Remembered In Silence òInfant Loss 
Memorial Quiltó is designed to honor, remem-
ber, and celebrate an infant or young child that 
has died. We will be bringing the IRIS Memorial 
Quilts to the National Quilt Conference in Octo-
ber 2014. 
 

Who can contribute a quilt square?  

Anyone who has had an infant or young child 
die.  
 

How many blocks can I make?  

Due to the tremendous overwhelming response 
to this project and the size of each block, we  
request that each family honor their child by  
creating one (1) block per child that has died.  
 

General Requirements for IRIS Quilt Block  

 ̈Finished quilt block must be 12 inches by 12 
inches square. 

 ̈Each block will have a center square that will 
hold information such as name, date of birth, 
date of death, pictures, etc. (color of your 
choice) See pattern. 

 ̈Your entire design must fit inside the 8 inch 
center square of your block. 

 ̈Each block will have a 2ó boarder on all 
sides. (color of your choice) See pattern.  

 ̈Block must be made of a durable washable 
fabric. It is our experience that the quilt will 
be touched, handled, and folded often. 100% 
cotton fabric is recommended to ensure that 
your childõs block will withstand normal 
wear and tear.  

 ̈Inkjet printable fabrics are acceptable. 

 ̈Finished quilt block should NOT be 
òhemmed or finishedó in any manner. 

 

ONLINE  INFO  
Helpful Hints, Deadlines, Mailing Information, 

Quilt Release Form and Pattern Available at 
www.irisRemembers.com  

IRIS Memorial Quilt Block Pattern  
1. Cut pieces as indicated below.  

 
 Cut 1 of Piece òAó 

9 Ĳó  Square 

 

            
Cut 2 of piece òBó 

9 Ĳó  X  2 ɳ ó 

 

 
Cut 2 of piece òCó 

12ó X 2 ɳó 

 
2. Decorate piece òAó being sure to leave ɳó boarder for 

the seam allowance on all sides. 

 
3. Sew pieces òBó to the right and left side of piece òAó as 

indicated.  
 

 

 
4. Press seam allowance toward piece òBó. 

 
5. Sew pieces òCó to pieces òAó and òBó as indicated be-

low.  
 

 
 

6. Press seam allowance toward piece òCó. 

 

7. Complete paperwork and mail to:  
218 Third Ave NW 

Faribault, MN 55021 

http://www.irisRemembers.com
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Balloon Release  

Over 110 people showed up for the 11th Annual  

Balloon Release and Potluck at Kinder Park on  

Sunday, October 6, 2013 in Faribault, MN. We have had 

many balloons returned to the IRIS house and sent back to 

the parents. Thank you to all who attended and partici-

pated.  Hope you can join us again in 2014! 

A portion of the funds raised at this event will be given to IRIS.  

As you can see the ladies who joined us for this event 

had a marvelous time! 

Vintage Flair Affair, Nov. 16, 2013 

Monterey Ballroom, Owatonna 

Little Black Dress  

 

 

Past Events  

 

Silent Vigil  

Lantern  

Lighting  

October 15, 

2013  

 

Lanterns from the 

IRIS Silent Vigil 
were lit on Tuesday, 

October 15, 2013 in honor of National Pregnancy and In-
fant Loss Remembrance Day. The weather was not favor-

able so we placed the candles in the Lanterns and set 

them in the windows of the IRIS House. The candles 
(battery operated) were still going the evening Oct. 22, 

2013. These candle lights burned for 120 hours (5 days).   

2013 Luminaries  


